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Bangabandhu : Life & Work (Political Career)
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Glorious life of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Birth and Childhood (1920-1937)

It was the earlier period of 1920. A child was born (o
father, Sheikh Lutfar Rahman and mother, Sheikh Saira
Khatun in the village of Tungipara of Patgati Union
under Gopalganj sub-division in the then Faridpur
district. The child was named Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahrnan started his
primary education at the local Gimadanga Primary
School. After two years, he was enrolled at Gopalganj
Public School and studied there till 1934. Mujib, as an
adolcscent boy had to undergo cye surgery duc to a
critical problem in his eyes. So, he could not continue
his studies from 1934 to 1937. Later, in 1937, he was
enrolled in class seven at Mathuranath Institute Mission
School of Gopalgan;.

Young Mujib : Auspicious beginning of great
leadership (1938-1942)

The political career of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman started when he was a student of Mathuranath
Institute Mission School. In 1938, the then Chief Minister,
Sher- E- Bangla A. K. Fazlul Haque and Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy came to visit the school. Sheikh Mujib, a
student of this school with a group of people, blocked
their way to demand the repairing of the damaged roof.
Thus, a great leader emerged. In 1940, young Sheikh
Mujib joined "All India Muslim Students’ Federation".
Later, he passed Matriculation Examination from
Gopalganj Missionary school in 1942. According to the
customs of the then society, Young Mujib married Sheikh
Fazilatunnesa at the age of 18. Fazilatunnessa was the life
partner throughout the joys and sorrows in struggling
political career of Bangabandu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and an important counsellor as well.

Student leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman ( 1943-1948)
Afler passing Entrance Examination, young Sheikh Mujib
got himsell admitted into Kolkata Islamia College to study
Law. He started active student politics from this college.
In 1943, he joined ‘Bengal Muslim Lcague’ and came
close to Bengali Muslim leader, Hossain  Shaheed
Suhrawardy. At that time, Sheikh Mujib’s prime objective
behind his student politics was to establish a muslim state
named Pakistan. He became a councillor of Bengal
Muslim Leaguc in 1943. In 1944, Shcikh Mujib was
elected the secretary ot " Faridpur District Association’
formed by the people of Faridpur living in Kolkata. Aficr
two years, he became the General Secretary ol ‘Islamia
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College Students’ Union’. In 1947, during the partition of
India, Sheikh Mujib obtained his B.A. (Bachelor of Arts)
degree [rom Islamia College under Kolkata University. In
1947, after the separation of British Tndia, Sheikh Mujib
camc to East Pakistan and got himsclf admitted into the
Dept. of Law at Dhaka University. He founded ‘East
Pakistan Muslim Chhatra League‘ on 4 January, 1948 and
thus he became a greatl student leader in this province.
Afterwards, ‘East Pakistan Muslim Chhatra League’
plaved a promincnt rolc in the liberation war of
Bangladesh.

Indomitable leader, Sheikh  Mujibur
Rahman fighting for language and people's
right (1948-1954)

In 1948, after the partition of India, Muhammad Ali Jinnah
announced, "Urdu and only Urdu shall be the statc language
of Pakistan”. After this declaration, Sheikh Mujib launched
strong student protest to cstablish Bangla as onc of the Statc
Languages. On 23 Junc, 1949 'Awami Muslim Lcaguc® was
cstablished and he was clected Joint =Sccrctary of the Central
Committec of Awami Muslim Lcague only at the age of 29.
Bcecause of his political wisdom and promptncss, hc was
clected Scerctary General of ‘East Pakistan Awami Muslim
Leaguc’ on 9 July,1953. On 14 November, 1953 a decision
was taken to form "United Front” for taking part in the
gencral clection. A genceral clection was held on 10 March,
1954, In this clection, United Front, achicved a great victory
by sccuring 223 scats out of 237 scats. Awami Lcaguc
sccurcd 143 scats. Among them Sheikh Mujib achicved a
grcat victory in Gopalganj Constituency. He dcfcated his
rival candidate by a wide margin. Then, Shcikh Mujib took
the charge of Agriculture and Forcst Ministry. But the
Central Govemment dismissed the United Front Government
arbitrarily.

Autonomy and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (1955-1958)

On 5 June, 1955, Sheikh Mujib became a member of
legislative assembly .He put forward 21 -point program on
17 Junc, 1955 during a confcrence in Paltan Maidan
demanding autonomy for East Pakistan. At a council session
of '"Awami Muslim Lcaguc’, thc word ‘Muslim’ was dropped
unanimously from its name to make the party a secular one.
Sheikh Mujib was elected Secretary General of Awami
Lecaguc in 1953. As a member of Icgislative asscmbly, he
joined Coalition Government and became the Minister for
Industrics, Commercc, Labour, Anti-Corruption and Village-
Aid. But he resigned from the cabinet on 30 May, 1957 so
that he could spend more time for his party. On 7 October,
1958, the then president of Pakistan, Major General Iskandar
Mirza promulgated martial law and banned all types of
political activitics. The Chicf of Pakistan Army Ayub Khan
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capturcd power and ousted Iskandar Mirza within only 20
days. Sheikh Mujib was arrested on 11 October, 1958.

Chief leader of East Pakistan- Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

(1958-1965)

Secret political activities started in the backdrop of the
announcement of banning all political activities by
Avub Khan. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with other
student lcaders formed an association sccretly named '
Swadhin Bangla Biplobi Parishad' in order to work (or
the independence. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the
prime leader opposing military leader Ayub Khan's
basic democracy plan, martial law and one-unit system.
During the period of 1960s, Shcikh Mujibur Rahman
revived Awami League and became an influential
political leader of the then East Pakistan, due to his
pro-people political initiatives.

6-Point Movement (1966)

A national conference of opposition parties was held in
Lahorc on 5 January, 1966. Shcikh Mujib put forward
the historic 6-point demands in that conlerence in
which he drew an outline of autonomous government in
East Pakistan. Sheikh Mujib called this 'Our Charter of
Survival’. The main point was to establish autonomous
government in East Pakistan in a Pakistan Fedceration
with a weak central government. The West Pakistan
leaders of this conference rejected the demand and
denounced Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as a separatist. So,
he left that conference and came back to East Pakistan.
A mass upsurge rosc in thc then East Pakistan
supporting the 6-point demands ol Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Agartala Conspiracy Case (1968)

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was arrested by the Pakistan
Army on the issue of 6-point demands. After two years
confincment in the Jail, Pakistan Govt. filed a casc
against Sheikh Mujib along with 34 military and civil
officers which is known as the Agartala Conspiracy
Case. It was alluded in this case that Sheikh Mujib
along with the accused officers made a conspiracy
scheme to divide Pakistan in a mecting with Indian
government and the meeting took place in Agartala,
Capital of the Indian state of Tripura. Sheikh Mujib was
described as the prime conspirator of dividing Pakistan.
All the accused were confined in Dhaka Cantonment.
Terming the casc as false, pcople of all walks of life
started agitation and demanded the immediate release
of Sheikh Mujib and other accused persons.
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Mass Upheaval of 1969: From Sheikh Mujib

to Bangabandhu

During the trial of Agartala Conspiricy Case at Dhaka
Cantonment, the Central Students’ Action Council put
forward 11-point demands on 5 January, 1969 that included
the 6 point demands of Sheikh Mujib. The Council took the
dccision 10 inilialc a countrywide student agitation (o forcc
the government to withdraw the Agartala Conspiracy Case.
This agitation gradually Ied to the Mass-uphcaval of 1969.
After months of protest, strikes and agitation, Ayub Khun,
the then president of Pakistan withdrew the so-called
Agartala Conspiracy Casc. Shcikh Mujib and all other
co-accused were released. The Central Students’ Action
Council arranged a rceeption in honour of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on 23 February, 1969 at the Racecourse Ground (At
present- Suhrawardy Uddyan) in Dhaka. At this meeting of
aboul onc million pcople, Sheikh Mujib was publicly
acclaimed as 'Bangabandhu® (Friend of Bengal).

The Declaration of Bangladesh (1969)

On 5 December, 1969 Sheikh Mujib made a declaration at a
public meeting held to observe the death anniversary of
Hossain Shaheed Suhrawardy that henceforth East Pakistan
would be called “Bangladesh”. Bangabandhu's declaration
heightened tensions across the country. The West Pakistani
politicians and the military ofiiccrs began to describe him as
a separatist leader. His assertion of Bangalee culture and
ethnic identity added a new dimension on the debate over
rcgional autonomy. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib was ablc (o
gain support throughout East Pakistan and in fact, he became
onc of the most influential Icaders of Indian Sub-continent.

In the general election of 1970, Awami League under
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib's leadership achieved a
massive victory. The rcsult of this clection crcated
polarization between the (wo factions ol Pakistan, The
leader of the largest political party of West Pakistan
Zulfiquar Ali  Bhutto  vehemently  opposed
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibar Ralunan's demand of
grcater autonomy. It was on 7 March, 1971 that
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib called (or independence
and asked the people to launch a major campaign of
civil disobedience. Pakistani President Yahya Khan
banned Awami League and ordered the Army to arrest
Bangabandhu Shcikh Mujib and other Icaders.

Pakistani Military launched Operation Searchlight on
25 March,1971 to curb the political and civil unrest. On
the night of 25 March, Pakistani junta arrested the
undisputed leader of Bangalee Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and took him to West Pakistan Bcetforc the arrcst.
Bangabandhu  Sheikh  Mujibur

Rahman in his
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declaration of independence on 26 March, 1971 said.
"This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh
is independent. 1 call upon the people of Bangladesh
wherever you might be and with whatcver you have, to
resist the army of occupation (o the last. Your fight must
¢o on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupation
army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh and final
victory 1is achieved”. Responding to the call of
Bangabandhu. pcople of all walks of lifc took part in the
liberation war-the war of our pride.

Liberation  war,
Independence (1971)

The Military opcration of Pakistan Army turncd into scvere
violence and bloodshed in a short time. With the help of the
Rajakars, Pakistan Army killed Bangalee intellectuals,
politicians, and student lcaders. Millions ol pcople were
martyred. Innumerable Bangalee women were raped. Due to
military opcration, many pcoplc of this land crosscd the
border and took shelter in West Bengal, Assam and Tripura.
The members of Awami League under the leadership of
Tajuddin Ahmced formed the government ol Bangladesh in
neighbouring India. The indomitable vouth of Bangladesh
fought valiantly and thus they defcated the occupation forces
of Pakistan. Eventually, Pakistan Army surrendered to the
allied forces made of Mukti Bahini and Indian Army on 16
Dccember, 1971, A ncw nation was born raising its hcad
high independent and sovereign Bangladesh. Pakistani
Government compelled to frec Bangabandhu on 8 January,
1972. Then He went to London and came back to Bangladesh
on 10 January, 1972.

Bangabandhu  and

Statesman Bangabandhu (1971-1975)
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman became the
Prime Minister of war-torn country. It was publishcd in
the western media that 6,000,000 homes of Bangladesh
were destroyed during the war and 24 lakh farmers had
no cow or other tools to plough the land. After
achieving recognition from major countries,
Bangabandhu Shcikh Mujibur Rahman took initiatives
Lo achieve the membership of OIC, United Nations and
Non-Aligned Movement. Bangabandhu made a
committee of 34 members to draft a new constitution. In
this constitution, there were four major principles i.e
nationalism, sccularism, democracy and socialism. The
new Constitution was made ellective on 16 December
1972. In 1973, first ‘Five -Year- Developement Plan’
was prepared emphasizing the sectors like agriculture,
rural infrastructure and cottage industry.




PR ¢ TMB: (d59¢)

LI TSI @ AETASF EwH! (Tety 7 T4 Ry
NHbt@ «ais WP e feEna M4l O w63 nelte
oz O S5 AR 5S¢ NP6 eGIea AFwet oI o
FATS! T 4 Y@, SR AT 9w SR AMGTS
FAGIATE TS A | THAe ©IF ¥ I 02 Zei @ ooy
@R GRS SREW FIF FIRCT W AT | b TICHS,
s»ae SIfFe T Yo Tereites eI eo] eyt ey
VP WO ST O IEEF SNCEAG (W)
TGO T FEW | e e T wory
ST 2RET ALHTLAICS OF L4ST ;T T Al D B,
dopy Sifate e FFS T | @7 T PR_E 2T
RERS® T T4 78T T IR TS ¢ AoFeH Tome
T T AT |

qredber (SR Ife Yfeae oq w4y o o qrerer
Gfed 3 (AT Yrr A WA | [ TSCH Wel @i =, fe
e TS| 2oy T IR [T€ ©F AR (o] 8 o
wrere e Sifeq TAFs SGEAT G O O °F A

e AT |

Mournful 15 August (1975)

When Bangladesh started to raisc its hcad as a dignified
country due to Bangabandhu’s people-oriented and
fare-sighted leadership a group of treacherous army men
killed Bangabandhu Shcikh Mujibur Rahman, the membcers
of his family and his personal staffs. Only his two daughters-
Shcikh Hasina and Sheikh Rehana survived from the attack
because they were staying in Germany at that time. On 26
September, 1975 Khondaker Mostaq Ahmad signed the
Indemnity Ordinance prohibiting the (rial ol Bangabandhu’s
killing. Afterwards, during the tenure of Ziaur Rahman, this
Indemnity Ordinancc was given legitimacy in the 5th
Amendment of the Constitution. On 12 August, 1996 the
Indemnity Ordinance was repealed in the parliament.
Cltimatcly the trial of killing ol Bangbandhu Shcikh Mujibur
Rahman was done and already five culprits were executed.

The brutal killers of Bangabandhu thought that by killing
him, they would be able to efface him from the memory of
Bangalces. But they did not know that Mujib, a person may
be killed but his imperishable spirt ideology are not
cffaccable. His idcals arc still cherished by the pcople of
Bangladesh and this will continue ages after ages.
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Gimadanga Tungipara Govt. High School (present status)
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Historic Small Pond of the family ol Father of the Nation
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House built by Sheikh Lutfur Rahman, father of Bangabandhu

. District Brano Book P24
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Partial picture of beautiful library ol Mausoleum ol the Father of the Nation
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Bungabandhu’s [avorite Balisha mango tree which is still standing as an cvidence of time.
It is said that Bungabandhu uscd o play on the branches of the tree. ITis favourite playground was just adjacent to it.
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The Baghiar river with which Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
had childhood memories. On this river, he used Lo go on rocket steamer and travel by boat during childhood.
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Place of eternal rest of Bangbandhu’s Parents Sheikh Lutfur Rahman & Sheikh Sayera Khatun
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Colffin of Bangbandhu at 1°" Floor at the Museum of the Mausoleum
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District Council Building where Bangabandhu used to attend meeting with the leaders during
his stay at Tungipara. Now it is uscd as Bangabandhu Mcmorial Police Housc.
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Historic Mosquc ol the Sheikh Family [oundcd in 1884. (present status allcr renovation)
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Historic Hijal Tala where Bangbandhu used to take bath in his chilhood
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Historic Court Mosque Moore. In 1938 during the inspection of Mathuranath Institute Mission School the then
Chief Minister Sher-E-Bangla A.K. Fazlul Haque and Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy were stopped here by student
Sheikh Mujib demanding the repairing ol the damaged hostel rool.




